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PREFACE

Separation and Reconnection

A passing through railway is the only partition between Beijing
Forestry University and Tsinghua University, which is the Beijing-
Zhangjiakou Railway. The campuses were surrounded by farmland
and villages in the 1980s. Very few trains was running through the
railway then, so it was convenient for us to walk or bike to Tsinghua
University, but the continuous railway line still formed physical
separation, widening the distance between the two campuses.

Later, rapid urbanization quickly spread to the periphery of the
campuses, and the once urban fringe suddenly became busy area,
and the sprawling urban area encircled the railway. At the same
time, cars began to be owned by thousands of families and driving
turned to be one of the main choices for citizens’ commuting.
Economic development brought about the soar of population and
goods flow, the Beijing-Zhangjiakou Railway became busier, so
the grade road crossings of Sidaokou, Wudaokou and Liudaokou
became the most congested areas in Beijing. | would be in such a
stress whenever | wanted to go to the adjacent Tsinghua University
and thought of the poor traffic condition.

Not only the railway, but the huge and closed or semi-closed
expressways built in cities can also be obstructs in urban environment
and social life. With the development of the automobile industry and
the popularity of private cars, motor vehicles have dominated the
development of cities, and Beijing is a typical example. The Fourth
Ring Road at the south of our campus, the Fifth Ring Road at the
north and the Beijing-Tibet Expressway of the east were successively
built in the past 20 years, and the highway connecting the Fourth
Ring Road and Beijing-Xinjiang Expressway is in construction on the
west. These expressways are trying to develop rapid linkage between
different areas, but due to the considerable road width, closed
accessibility and the lack of crossing facilities, the traversing between
two sides is extremely difficult, people can hardly reach it even the
destination is near at hand.

Urban transportation is a very comprehensive and complex
issue. Modern cities need modern transportation infrastructure,
but the problem is that many of the transportation infrastructure
construction is to increase the traffic of motor vehicles, so
that caused serious deterioration of non-motor vehicle traffic
environment when improving the efficiency of motor vehicles,
"inefficient" slow-traffic represented by walking and cycling are
gradually neglected and eliminated. This creates a terrible cycle:
the more cars, the more need to build roads; the wider the roads,
the more people need to drive; the more people drive, the more
congestion city would get, and then the city needs wider road.
Not only are the city's expressways wide enough to be described
as "spectacular’, but the six or eight-lane urban roads are also
common, while the non-motorized lanes and sidewalks are being
continuously narrowed down. This trend is spreading not only in
metropolis, but even in smaller cities.

The area of spaces that are used to meet traffic needs
is staggering in modern cities. The unlimited expansion of
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transportation space brings about not only the division of cities,
but also the huge waste of land resources. But the opportunities
often occur on the other side of the problems. As China's future
urbanization would go toward elaborate renovation from extensive
expansion, these spaces can be regarded as important resources for
further reuse, and may achieve the symbiosis of a variety of public
functions and services in a certain piece of urban space through
creative design. The future city will likely to be able to superimpose
a landscape system that can carry a variety of functions such as
slow-traffic above the motor vehicle transportation system.

Mr. Liang Sicheng once conceived of the preservation of the
old city walls and the construction of the surrounding city park
sixty years ago. Yet today, the walls have been removed and replaced
by the Second Ring Road, which separates the inside and outside
of the old Beijing City. But if we have the determination to create
a better city, and consider the urban transportation infrastructure in
a new perspective, the futurering park is worth expecting— it will
be located on the Second Ring Road, reconnecting the inside and
outside spaces of the old city. The city moat may also be restored
and become an important component of the urban water system
which can resist rain-flood threats. Such a ring city park will be a
public space for citizens’ shuttling, recreation and exercise, and will
also be an important ecological corridor in Beijing. Bold to imagine,
if the ring roads in Beijing are wholly or partly underground or
semi-underground, above which is the green ring and open space
loop rounding the city, it would be completely different from the
city we see today.

Looking back at the Beijing-Zhangjiakou Railway. After Beijing's
successful bid for the Winter Olympics, the upgrading plan of the
Beijing-Zhangjiakou Railway which buries partly underground lines
in urban areas is gradually clear. The road congestion between our
university and Tsinghua University has eased with the suspension
and renovation of the railway. However, | am more concerned
about the future fate of this abandoned ground railway. With the
railway buried underground, | see a potential city green corridor
from north to south, connecting the Fifth, Forth and Third Ring
Road, and extending to the Xizhimen at the Second Ring Road,
and see the possibility of reconnecting the long isolated areas of
the city. If this green corridor can be realized, it will provide a nine-
kilometer-long beautiful urban slow-traffic system that encourages
green transportation. It will create a humanized urban environment
and provide more public spaces and recreational functions. It
can bring more business opportunities for the surrounding area
and stimulate the vitality of surrounding communities. It can
be an ecological corridor to provide habitats for creatures and
increase biodiversity in the city. Of course, it can also strengthen
the exchange and contact of various groups of people, including
promoting the communication between teachers and students of
the universities on both sides.
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