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Formerly degraded area of Barje is given in use, revived and relinked to the city centre
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New gardening areas were designed as a typical, extremely long Barje field, separated in smaller parcels, sublet

to the tenants
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New urban equipment was designed as large scale objects, that mark the landscape

ARG iR 7 A T IR B, T R IR
Rakova Jelsa 3B bl —HI ) H A2 AMR LA
AR IRNIRIR N BT B S TS ]
IR A8 I A (2 A& R E S (R
A2 BRI o SR TS
FOPAR JGSERA NG (FE 2011 £E45¢ 5 HLEC
IR ) B B R 2 B I A
I H BB —— AR AEIR T T
INF R LIRS EERAP AT T, A BRI DI A A AT,
FHNEX I E R R e, £
IRFEARTT DI B T &b B Fr b,
X EAHEIX A G R 77 =GB TR RO e
FEFUAT % 9 ) Aty L 57 T BT A TE B
#, UKy HEs SRR EHEN
A — S () ) —y, PR T R R A
ZHIAT A E— A SRR, FFH
FESEZ on i AN X T BT A
PIARSIHOREE o AR, S—H0 A0,

56

XA I B R RE I SRR T T OR B
HEE MG X — A IR A B2
RH, REBHIG R/ N EH, AT

5538 3k T A7 e 2 TR 4 B R AN
[, HrA AR A B ZE TR R K
FRALERH . 4 ANETE M RO TR A S b
T, DA E S B A AT RS
TR EEA 30 AMEUHLF A 743 (R
A2 MCEERIK KR . BERWAGEIZI0 E 1
—ARHE, A G 2R, BrAT
AR EHER TR E RS, ZEICEEN,
EFARRE I A, M, TrERate
UL NN VNI SN SR

TERR RS IR SR A SRR, L
R NBERN KSR, FELE H 100 SRR G
H T g SO LG KSR, BAEFR (Malus
22 (Prunus

domestica ) . ZL (P)Q‘us communis )

domestica ) FRIHE ( Mespilus germanica ) 5.

7 RE G EENF R EME T
Reviving the original identity of the open space

FESRE AN P ) s T, T A,
ARBCE . EEM ARG R ., BT
FRMBEREER T AR IR, &
PISESEFF R o

T AT HDE e N, i
SIREE s T NI AL X, AR
TR A H 2w A A 1 DOl B i vt o —
ARBITRCAS A, R, FAVKIARE T
i A AR AP =
I, FEMFRBEMLT, —a TR
KB, 55 —Ip—a/NEET, BRRHN—iL
—HIEMERAILABMA DL, %5
FE= I A R/ INY A AL S A R UR AR 2,
DU AR 2 5 EAM X iR e . X
—HRBHHTRIY T 2RI, AR,
AR T O R L. AT THE
HHE— T, REREE BIAEF /R BT LS A
FEN B AT RS AR, SCREFR BT R AN AN



SO (Krim ) 53— a .

PR A LB (Acer campestrae ) fif
THAABHANARRBLL, 1FRIETTER
HOREf, — EL IR Ho D I B FR e A 1
S R U B R R BRI, AT iR
T T T E AT A PR EEE . AR AR A
B ANEEAL X, BERIAED - AMe S, AT
TERPANRENE . 73— SR AR AL B I
AN LB RN, BRERK, Doy Ek
118 LA B R N IIBA T, X
ST E BT R — AR TE A ATIE (R, FEIE
BEPIOUFHE T M0 ( Salix eristis ) o

FEIRTHTE /NS 5 55 — /N AR T
WETHHAN, EEREZEAN, W
7 Rakova Jelsa WA FE A — A H . HEH
HIAHTZRZEETAE, AT EERE, R
T FRARET AT E, Haot S H
A BT IER R X FERTT A RFAT
MBATERBET, MM LAZIEE
PEBZSIA], RO T — P oe oA i TS,

Rakova Jelsa +2 f7 A7 /R AR 7 ELAS XU B
AT HA DR, BROP DAL Tl
%y, BETHULAE 15 min TR, 4L
Tl S AR R D RO IX K BB R SERL
A I T ASAE T, 2% D BT
BN AL ], (AR 1 RS
bR, sE T AT R AR T 55 — A
FHES AT .

(448 / 138)

I E £ #7: Rakova JelSa 1fE /N E

it 47 Medprostor d.0.0. B4 ET

5 . www.medprostor.si

6%t EPL ;. Klara Bohinc, Andraz Ker$ic, Martin Kruh,
Aljo$a Lipolt, Samo Miakar, Dino Muji¢,
Tamara Németh, Rok Znidarsié

BRI PRI

HEM S BRI PR /RIEA T

% THTE: 2016 £

S E L 106 000 m?

I EiEfr: 1000 000 BRgT (1 BRgT =7.753 6 AR, 2019 4

7HARLE)
#5/: Andraz Kersi¢, Tamara Németh

iE BE
xt: EMH

...0h grass, river, stone, tree,

silent companions of the strange and lonely,
good, great beings,

who begin to speak

only when men have fallen silent.

Ivan Minatti, You must love someone, 1963

(Translated by Alasdair MacKinnon)

First ideas for the project began with the
exhibition Visions 8 (Vizije SO 8), one in a series of
ex-hibitions that question overlooked problems and
degraded open spaces in Ljubljana. It was organised
by the Association of architects of Tjubljana, Faculty
of Architecture and Biotechnical Faculty-Department
of Landscape Architecture, both members of
University of Ljubljana. This exhibition took place in
December 2012 and addressed a vast, degraded open
space in the con-clusion of historically important
axis N-S (former Cardo maximus of the Roman
settlement Aemona) of Ljubljana. The exhibition was
named Barje, a step from the city - proposal of a new
connection between the city centre and beginnings of
Ljubljansko barje Nature Park was formed.

Barje park lies behind the highway ring of
Ljubljana. Uncontrolled building, degradation of
space, wild privatisation and waste disposal presented
a major problem. At that time the proposed solu-tion
to these problems consisted of thoroughly cleaning
the area by introducing minimal interven-tions and
opening this new open space to the public. This
would have been a way to stop the negative processes
and provide a unique open public space for spare
time activities in the near vicinity of the city centre.
New park, rich in wildlife and plants, would bind
the existing connec-tions in the area, be it pedestrian
routes, cycling paths or waterways. New intervention
would have a critical role in formation of the
sustainable mobility in Ijubljana and its surroundings.

The bordering area of Ljubljansko barje
Landscape Park and Ljubljana was declared a natural
preserve in 2008; all of the important bird species
and an unique ecosystem were the reasons to further

protect the area as a part of Natura 2000. Barje is a
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former moor, that has a very vulnera-ble ecosystem;
respecting this, all of the interventions have to be
subtle and must be done pre-cociously. This is why
the project does not change the authenticity of the
landscape, all of the richest plant and animal habitats
are free of interventions.

At the opening of the exhibition, the major
of Ljubljana was smitten with the proposal and fast
forwarded the realisation of the project. Project was
separated in phases to make it manageable. Realisation
of the project began in February 2013. Team of six
students of architecture, Klara Bohinc, Andraz Kersic,
Martin Kruh, Dino Muji¢, Aljosa Lipolt, Tamara
Németh and their mentor, Rok Znidar&i&, oversaw all
of the planning and work on the “construction” site.
Major part of planning and experimenting was done
on site due to the vicinity of the city centre.

Apart from all of the changes in the system
of Ljubljana’s open space this project brings, there
is an invaluable lesson, a practical possibility to
experience the process from an idea to the realisa-tion
for students who collaborated and coordinated the
project. Project was formed as a process of on-site
learning, practical team work, done with the efforts
of an array of experts of different profiles. Architect
is thus only a wheel in the machinery that brings the
project from drawing to a physical manifestation.

Reviving the original identity of the open space,
first phase dealt with the part, already owned by the
municipality. Illegal weekend houses, that the occupants
built as a kind of allotment gardens were torn down by
municipal officers in 2011 and their foundation plates
remained on the site. This area also became a place
of illegal waste disposal, where different construction
debris, poi-sonous waste and roof shingles, containing
asbestos were scattered in piles across the area.

The concept of the proposed intervention
consisted of intense cleaning of the area and
formation of a new connecting path. New path
crosses the area and connects existing paths from the
city and Ljubljanica river, forming a new cohesive
route for the visitors.

Three-hundred tons of illegally dumped waste
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were removed from the site and all of the invasive plant
species were extracted. Plant species, foreign to the area
were in most part vast groves of Canadian Goldenrod
(Solidago canadensis) and Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia
Jjaponica). Apt plant species and trees were introduced
and decided upon through a dialogue with various ex-
perts and arbotists (open air laboratory that deals with
prevention of expansion of invasive plant species
started operating on the site shortly after completion
of phase one). Existing mature trees and typical foliage
have been kept intact on the site.

Ground works began with the removal of the
polluted earth layer, soil preparation, mowing and
mulching. New sand paths were laid on top of the
former pathways, protruding out of the ad-dressed
area. A new wide sand way was laid out as the main axis
of the new intervention. Where the Nature Park meets
the new path, the material of the intervention changes.
In the area with higher level of protection wooden
chips were used in stead of sand. All of the existing
foundation plates of the former huts were preserved
and reinterpreted as new picnic areas. New benches
on these platforms are stacks of former facade planes
(concrete prefabricates) of a residential high-rise in the
city centre, designed by one of the most important
Slovene architects, Edvard Ravni-kar (1907—1993).

New tree nursery, benches, bike stands and
playground were also introduced. All of these new
interventions were done in oak and larch wood,
charred to resist vandalism and make it long last-
ing and sustainable, and finally, as a nod to the long
tradition of use of wood charring for founda-tion
in the wider Ljubljana moors area (since palafitte
dwellings on). All of the new urban equip-ment
was designed as large scale objects, that mark the
landscape. Benches, exhibition panels, sign posts
and moats are made in wood trusses, charred and
connected with reinforcement bars, screwed in
position with concrete scaffolding screws.

“We understand reuse as the essence of
architecture. Not only because it has a long tradition
and a special place in Slovene architecture, which

derives from the perennial lack of funds in our country.
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Almost all notable Slovenian architects were dealing
with reuse. Modern treflections on the use of resources
are well integrated into the traditional questions of
economy and invention within the possible; production
of waste, and, upgrading to a useful value with minimal
assets” (Rok Znidar$ic, “Days of Oris”, Zagreb 2018)

After the first third of the way, visitors enter the
borders of TLandscape park Barje. In this, latter part,
all of the interventions have been limited to cleaning
and exposing existing typical greenery - Hedgerows, a
new path, made from wooden chips and few benches,
placed as viewpoints. The path leads through a grove
of poplar trees to the river Ljubljanica, where the
visitor can take a boat back to the city centre or dtive
across the river to the nearby church of St. Michael in
the Moors, designed by Slovene architect Joze Ple¢nik
(1872—1957).

The name of the newly formed town park,
Rakova Jelsa, derives from 1800s, where the former
streams, overcrowded with crayfish and groves
of alder trees (both indicators of clean environ-
ment) gave name to the wider area (rak - crayfish,
jelsa - alder tree). New public space is also the first
and only public space of the nearby Rakova jelsa
neighbourhood. The new area was named after the
neighbourhood, (built on the inner border of the
town, right before the highway loop) that was mostly
illegal built residential area of family houses, built
by the immigrants in the 1960s and later in 1990s.
Houses have since been legalised and the area is
developing into a cosy city neighbourhood. With the
new minimal intervention, formerly degraded area
of Barje is given in use, open to the public anew,
revived and relinked to the city centre.

Rakova Jelsa town park was the first in a series
of steps on the path of connecting Ljubljana and
Landscape park Barje. New interventions attract
and edu-cate new type of visitors that appreciate
and occupy the area in a more open and sustainable
manner.

Second phase of the town park was formed in
2016 to the west of the town park, executed in phase

one. If the objective of Rakova Jelsa town park I

was to open the area to the public use, host leisure
activities and picnic places, second phase focuses on
self-sufficient farming and cultivation. Abandoned
wild landscape with the remains of the former
privatised garden settle-ment that were also torn down
in 2011 and is owed by the municipality became the
focus of phase two.

Municipality of Ljubljana and its Environmental
Agency, who were the investors of this project wanted
to both open the area to the public and provide a
possibility of allotment gardens for neighbouring
residential areas. Possibility of legal and arranged
cultivation on the immediate out-skirts of the city
centre means a new interpretation of the traditional
use of Barje.

New route system, based on the network of
the existing ways and paths was established in order
to mark the hierarchy of the arrangement. Main
road runs from one end of the site to the other
and presents a backbone of the whole concept.
Conceptual decisions that took place in the shap-ing
of the Town Park Rakova Jel$a in phase one were
also respected in phase two. All of the existing mature
trees that were authentic to Barje were kept. What is
more, as in phase one, we adapted our project to the
relicts and foliage, found on the site. New gardening
areas were de-signed as a typical, extremely long barje
field, separated in smaller parcels, sublet to the tenants.

Instead of the usual dispersed sheds for
gardening tools, new large common shelters, that
collect rainwater and serve as shaded areas in the
summer months were introduced. Four new shelters
(sheds) were placed on the far narrow ends of the
site, to accent the notion of the common Barje field
between them. Every shed houses thirty storage spaces
for tenants and two water tanks that collect rainwater.
Gathering of the water was a crucial question during
the development of the project. As the whole area used
to be polluted, all of the toxic compounds ran freely in
the underground water Irrigation with the water from
cither of these sources was out of question and we
needed to provide surfaces that would be large enough

to collect the necessary rain water.



Next to the sheds, new public orchards were
planted. These would in time enable a passer by
to enjoy the fruit while taking a walk. Around one
hundred fruit trees were planted, chosen from an
array of traditional fruit species, traditional in Slovenia.
Among others, Apple trees (Malus domestica), Pear
trees (Pyrus communis), Plum (Prunus domestica)
and Mesple trees (Mespilus germanica) were planted.

Urban equipment elements, wooden benches
and reused assembled prefabricates benches, bike
stands and fences, that we used in the Town Park in
phase one are multiplied in phase two.

To grant better access from the city centre, a
new entrance area was also developed as a part of
phase two. Damaged and overgrown landscape by
the highway was redesigned into a vast open space,
where we again kept all of the existing fully grown
trees. The area is triangular in plan; one of the smaller
sides is dispersed in further fields, one side is limited
by a small road and the last, longest side is given by
the line of the existing highway access loop. The area
touches the high-way in the sharpest point and is
sloped in order to connect the highway overpass and
the original level of Barje. This interesting section
also allows very nice views across otherwise quite flat

landscape. One can see both Ljubljana castle with the
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New connection between the city centre and beginnings
of Ljubljansko Barje Nature Park

9 AR

Urban context

alps in the background on one site and new allotment
garden atea, Batje and the hill Krim on the other.

New line of maple trees (Acer campestrae)
was planted along the existing highway access loop
to prolong the existing lines of trees, running till
the highway ring from the city centre. A fast per-
pendicular access for pedestrians was established with
a stepped landscape arrangement using large wooden
benches. Benches form a theatrical seating area that
can also be used as a class-room in the open. Another,
less sloped and longer path was made along the
highway loop to en-able access to cyclists, parents with
baby carriages and people with limited mobility. This
access runs in a new path that runs along a desiccation
channel. Along this path, new line of willow trees (Salix
tristis) was planted.

Where the path along the channel crosses a small
road, new wooden bridge was assembled. This is the
main entrance to the allotment garden area and one
of the entrances in the Town Park Rakova Jelsa. This
moat was assembled from wooden trusses, connected
with reinforcement bars, screwed in position with
concrete scaffolding screws, design principle used with
all of the wooden urban equipment. This connection
can only be crossed by pedestrians and cyclists and

presents the entry point and border to a completely
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car free zone of the allotment gardens.

Rakova Jel$a is a possible template for many
entry points in Ljubljansko barje Nature Park. Pro-
tected area of nature on the brink of the town, fifteen
minutes of walk from the city centre is a unique and
rare given possibility. With the return of formerly
privatised land in public use, the new Town Park
became a public space, given in use to the residents
of neighbouring areas. At the same time, it is another

kind of open space in Ljubljana.

(Editor / ZU Xiaoyan)
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