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PREFACE

Community Life Circle and Green Space

Since ancient times, people have always been secking an ideal urban space.
In Kaifeng of the Northern Song Dynasty, neighborhood system was no longer
executed. Shops and businesses in downtown streets were no longer constrained
in a specific urban area but distributed all over the city. In this circumstance,
a bustling business street was formed together by mixed residential neighbors
and shops opened along the street. The Riverside Scene at Qingming Festival
depicts the flourishing scene of Kaifeng which had had highly mature handicraft
industry at that time, shows the highly integrated residence, government office,
shops, wharf and temples in space, and demonstrates a colorful “community life
circle”. At the same time, all prosperous scenes in the city are presented between
the luxuriant trees along Bian River and the suburb area. Gardens and landscapes
naturally become the key carriers of citizen activities. As recorded in the Records
of the Dreamlike Splendors of the Eastern Capital, “Gentries and civilians are
crowded at the entrances ... shops are here and there. People often have meals
or communicate with each other under trees or in gardens. Singers and dancers
gather in gardens and pavilions and return until sunset”. This shows that gardens
and suburb landscape areas are considerable spaces for conducting community
commercial transaction, social activity, cultural visit and sightseeing activity. This
living scene in community constituted by pleasant urban scale, open suburb space
and complex urban functions has lasted for more than a thousand years.

Every time the human society experienced significant technological change,
the living environment in urban area would undergo constant subversion and re-
creation. The first industrial revolution realized the transform from handicraft
industrial city dominated by agricultural economy to industrialized city. In this
process, many factories were distributed in suburb area. Billions of people were
liberated from the heavy agricultural cultivation work and poured into urban
area. In response, the living scene in community was transformed from open
space with countryside suburb scenery and full of humanity into narrow and
confined urban space.

From the end of the 18th century to the beginning of the 19th century,
with the increasingly high appeal for improving the living environment and
returning to nature, architects and landscape architects represented by John
Nash and Humphrey Repton tried to take the planning method of landscape
architect to improve the urban and rural living environment and explored to
make plan for green spaces in community in the context of industrialization.
In this “suburban village” plan, green open space in community is composed
of small gardens and central green space around residence. Two sides of
community were provided with beautiful tree-lined street which got shops,
service areas and transportation areas effectively connected. Residence and
public utilities were closely interlinked by green space, forming a prototype
of community life circle based on green space. Most representatively, London
Bedford Park was praised as “the healthiest place in the world” by planners at
the time. Such method of landscape planning for community driven by green
space was imitated and copied continuously and posed long-term impact on
community planning in European and American countries. Olmsted continued
the suburban village planning method and created an urban community
environment where landscape and residence were integrated to cope with the
living environment problems caused by the transition from agricultural to

industrial development in America. In the Riverside area located in river valley
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region, the river and the land on both sides of it were planned as park, one of
the largest public green spaces for entertainment. The patk and the land in each
community were connected together by walkway to form a green belt along
the river valley. This early mode of planning for green space in community
helped residents at that time overcoming the shortcomings of urban life
under industrial development and laid a firm foundation for overcoming the
difficulties in providing residence and urban development. Meanwhile, this
mode also opened a new way for constructing a balanced living environment
with equity.

The second industrial revolution raised an irreversible wave of urban
expansion. Followed by, more and more people entered urban area and
contributed to more efficient cooperative production. With the execution
of the Athens Charter and The Charter of Machu Picchu, the living quality
of community had been substantially changed in the increasingly improved
planning method. However, the inflexible zoning mode of modernist urban
planning led to an imbalance in the layout of functional spaces and public
resources. Consequently, the larger the urban scale is, the more difficult it is for
residents to get quick and equitable access to urban resources. In Asia, Japan
initiatively applied the concepts of “local community life circle” and “fixed
residence circle” in urban planning and proposed a space otienting to residents’
activity demand and daily living needs, aiming to shorten the gap between
the environmental construction levels among regions, and between urban
and rural areas, secking rational distribution of public resources in spaces of
different scales. Accordingly, the concept of “community life circle” emerged.
In the Standard for Urban Residential Area Planning and Design (2018) of
China, 15-minute, 10-minute and 5-minute pedestrian-scale community and
neighborhood block are regarded as the core concepts of residential spatial
organization and substitute the residence zone, housing estate and cluster that
have been used for many years, which marks the change from “object-oriented”
to humanity-oriented planning ideas. Up to now, the planning practice of
community life circle has already been continuously conducted in many cities.

As one of the most important public resources in community life circle,
green space is closely correlated to human activities and plays a vital role in
shaping the organic order of the living environment. At present, the quality of
urban space in China has been gradually improved. In this context, the appeal
for pursuing public interest and improving people’s livelihood in community
becomes more prominent. To solve this problem, it is necessary to promote the
green space planning for community life circle to meet the demand for refined
and equitable allocation and control the green space planning in larger scale. In
the principle of deepening the “humanity-oriented” concept, a truly healthy,
equitable and harmonious community life circle can be created derive from the
public’s cultural, emotional, spiritual and actual demands, by stimulating residents’
senses of belonging to the local place and acquisition from life based on actual
situation and providing an opportunity for creating harmonious neighborhood
atmosphere and homeland flavor in community, so as to realize people’s long-

term dream of maintaining a balance between working and joyful life.
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