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Abstract: In the process of urban modernization in Shanghai over the past 100 years, various types of urban
spaces have been gradually transformed into public parks. Yu Garden, Bund Park and Shanghai World Expo Park
are typical cases of such transformation to boost urban development. They jointly constitute a transformation
mechanism of “interactions between urban space and landscape” in terms of anchoring, inducing renewal
motivation, and shaping space culture. This research, from the perspective of urban chronology along with
renewal narrative space culture studies, launches a comparative study of the “paradigm” of the three urban public
parks under the theme of space transformation in Shanghai’s urban modernization. It subsequently summarizes
and puts forward the basic theoretical framework of the “interactions between urban space and landscape”
mechanism in this process.

Keywords: interactions between urban space and landscape; Shanghai; public park; urban renovation;
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Schematic diagram of the rise and fall of Yu Garden
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Satellite aerial map of Shanghai old downtown area (1979)
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Tab. 1 The cultural relics implications and the evolution of heritage attributes of Yu Garden
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