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Geographic and Geomorphic Design Research
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In the eatly 20th century, Scottish geographer
Patrick Geddes created “The Valley Section” and
used it as a geographical illustration to comprehend
the relations between human and land. This
perspective connects the territorial and the local
landforms from the high mountains to the oceans,
their multifaceted landscape spaces and everyday
lived and practiced landscapes, and thereby, forming
a continuity of multiscalar landscape readings. We
may trace landscape readings in geographic and
geomorphic perspective back to scholars such as
Xu Xiake, Alexander von Humboldt, Yi-Fu Tuan,
and Giinther Vogt. Their writings (and drawings)
unfold a body of landscape construction distributed
across geographies. When Humboldt stood on
the 5,700 m Chimborazo mountain pass of the
Andes, he discovered that the landforms there
bear a resemblance to those of the Alps, and the
lichens look similar to those in the Arctic region. He
condensed these relational findings into the drawing
of “The Geography of Plants”.

In the age of Anthropocene, we are

experiencing climate change on a daily basis
(particularly this summer) and urbanization around
the globe largely extending to varied geomorphic
landscapes. As the response to the changes, there is
a body of emerging landscape architecture design
research rooted in geographic perspectives. On
one hand, those design research take particular
geographies and landforms as the case, and
through “designed” fieldwork, observation, and
representation, break the barrier among research,
teaching and design. On the other hand, those
particular geographies can be read as a relational
and global whole, and the theories and the methods
of design research on those geographies may be
valuable to be discussed across each other.
“Design Research in Geographic and
Geomorphic Perspective” is inspired by “The
Valley Section” and takes a geographic perspective
toward discussing human-land relations and
landscape spaces. Let's depart from the polar
region, travel across the river, walk around the low
mountain and the hill in the city and its periphery,
and further reach over to the coastline and the
island. We may find multiscalar, multidimensional
and multidisciplinary methods for Landscape
Architecture design research and teaching
converged en route. We may also gain landscape
perspectives along the journey: it is relational, aerial,
scientific and, furthermore, experiential, sectional

and humanistic.



